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ABSTRACT 

In recent years, there are an avalanche of debates and worries expressed in extant literature 

regarding the quality of published researches emanating from African and Asian countries due to the 

prevalence of predatory publications. The above situation stimulated the researchers to investigate the 

prevalence of predatory publishing among academics in Nigerian universities. The study adopted a 

documentary method where secondary data were obtained from reputable peer-reviewed journals. The 

findings of the study revealed that Nigerian academics patronize predatory journals. However, the 

patronage is mostly by greenhorn academics who know little or nothing about publishing. The study 

also found that the desire of impatient young academics to publish coupled with the pressure to provide 

published papers for promotion are some of the core factors that foster the patronage of predatory 

publishing among university academics in Nigeria. The study concludes that there is a need to swiftly 

curb the ill practice of predatory publishing due to its effect on the academic ambience and Nigerian 

society at large. Therefore, the study recommends among other things the need for university 

managements in Nigeria to put a strict mechanism for assessing academic publications where 

publications should be assessed based on quality, not quantity.  
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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 

Globally, research is one of the major responsibilities of academics in tertiary institutions, 

especially universities. Atanda, & Olasupo (2018) corroborate that teaching, research and 

community services are the cardinal duties of academics worldwide. From the foregoing, it is 

apt to infer that discharging the aforementioned responsibilities effectively would help 

academics contribute their quota to the development of their societies and the world at large. 

Suffice it to say that the aforementioned duties are the core ingredients that make tertiary 

institutions, especially universities agents of development. The veracity of the above claim 

hinged on the fact that universities are meant to proffer solutions to practical issues in society. 

Ahmed, Umar, and Paul (2015) corroborate that universities among other higher educational 

institutions have to conduct high-calibre research that will advance growth and development in 

all strata of society. Through their research, universities make a substantial contribution to the 

growth and development of businesses, both public and private, boosting both domestic and 

international development.  

From the foregoing, it is therefore apt to infer that publishing research papers is one of 

the responsibilities of academics in Nigeria and even on the global scene. One needs to publish 

a certain number of papers before he/she would attain a particular rank in the academic 

ambience. For instance, in the Nigerian university system, an academic with a masters degree 

cannot be promoted from the rank of an "assistant lecturer" to "lecturer II” and other ranks 

without publishing research papers in academic journals. This principle also applies to those 

with the qualification of doctor of philosophy. The above situation makes publishing mandatory 

and an essential task for academics.  

The paramount nature of publishing researches within the academia coupled with the 

advancement in technology which catalyzes the development of open-access publishing gave 

rise to what is known as predatory/pseudo publishing. Predatory publishing which is also 

referred to as “pseudo publishing” or “unethical publishing” has to do with publishers charging 

authors high or minimal publication fees to publish researches which are either of high or low 

quality without adhering to a formal peer review process. According to Kearney (2014), rapid 

review and acceptance for publishing are claims made by predatory publishers, which are made 

possible by scant or nonexistent review procedures. Suffice it to say that these journals do not 

conform to the rigorous peer review process; the publishers are always after financial gain.  

The easiest way to identify a typical predatory journal is by its acceptance rate. The 

majority of predatory journals frequently welcome submissions with a 100% per cent chance 

of publishing them once publication fees are paid by the author(s). Beall (2012) corroborates 

that in recent times, there are journals that are ready to accept and publish any trash as an 

academic research paper. In other words, predatory publishers do not care about the quality of 

the researches they publish, their focus is always on the profit (publication charges).  

Isaacs, Elliot, Kilham, and Preisz, (2021) observed that predatory activities have recently 

become more prevalent and complex, making it more challenging to identify, track, and monitor 

predatory publications and conferences. In the same vein, Shen and Bjork (2015) found that 

there is a remarkable increase in the volume of predatory journals between 2010 and 2014. They 

further revealed that the volume of predatory journals on Beall's list increased from 53, 000 in 

2010 to 420,000 in 2014. This implies that the numbers of predatory journals/publishers are on 

the increase which automatically makes it a global challenge in the academic ambience. 

However, shreds of evidence emanating from extant studies revealed that most African and 
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Asian researchers patronize predatory journals consistently. Nwagwa, (2016); Frandsen, (2017) 

corroborate that the majority of authors of predatory journals are from Asian and African 

countries (Nigeria inclusive). 

The indices of predatory publishing are on the increase in Nigeria. Tella, (2020), 

Omobowale, Akanle, Adeniran, & Adegboyega, (2014); Nwagwa, (2016) corroborate that there 

is a reasonable number of Nigerian academics patronizing predatory journals. The above 

unethical academic practice needs serious attention within Nigerian academia before it escalates 

to an uncontrollable state. In light of the above, this paper seeks to thoroughly discuss the 

nature, causes and implications of the high patronage of predatory publishing among academics 

in Nigerian universities. 

 

 

2.  CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATION 

Predatory Publishing 

The term "predatory publishing" is always associated with a librarian at the University of 

Colorado in Denver named Jeffrey Beall. Jeffrey Beall coined the term to describe 

organizations/publishers that publish pseudo-academic researches with the sole aim of 

exploiting researchers by charging them publication charges. It is appropriate to note that not 

all journals that charge article processing fees are predatory journals. According to Grudniewicz 

et al., (2019) predatory journals mostly contain false or misleading material; depart from 

appropriate editing and publication processes, and use aggressive and indiscriminate 

solicitation techniques to cajole authors to publish with them. Xia et al (2015) state that 

predatory publishers always have a reputation for publishing low-quality research papers 

because of their insincerity concerning the peer review process. Elmore and Weston (2020) 

gave a vivid description of predatory journals thus: “predatory journals are publications that 

promote themselves as authentic scientific journals but falsify their publishing procedures. 

They are sometimes referred to as fraudulent, deceitful, or pseudo-journals”. Predatory 

publishing tactics include various violations of copyright or academic ethics, including false 

claims that peer review is provided, concealing information regarding Article Processing 

Charges (APCs), misrepresenting editorial board members, and more. 

 

Characteristic of predatory journals  

Below are some of the ways to easily identify predatory journals:  

a) High rate of acceptance 

Predatory journals have a high rate of acceptance. They have a 100% per cent tendency 

of accepting your paper for publication. There are predatory journals that accept and publish 

research papers within two days. Forero et al (2018) substantiate that predatory journals 

advertise high acceptance rates and promise expedited publication. Some predatory journals are 

likely to accept and published a paper within two or three days. Therefore, if your paper is 

accepted within such a short period, you need to be suspicious and further ask questions 

concerning the authenticity of such a journal. In most cases, greenhorn academics are trapped 

by the high rate of acceptance of these journals due to their impatient to adhere to standard 

publishing procedures.  
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b) Pseudo-Peer Review Process 

As pointed out earlier, profit is the primary objective of predatory journals. Therefore, 

most often than not, predatory journals try to trick authors into paying to publish without 

offering rigorous peer review or editorial services, prioritizing profit over reliable and 

trustworthy science (Elmore and Weston, 2020). In other words, academics that send papers to 

predatory journals are likely to have their papers published without any correction or 

observations after a peer review process. Sometimes, even if their observations, such 

observations are shallow and inconsequential to upgrading the overall quality of research 

works. The above situation makes the content of predatory journals contain a lot of grammatical 

and factual errors.  

 

c) Obsequiousness 

Predatory journals are good at sending flattery email invitations. In most cases, these 

journals send emails to researchers with flattery content to entice them to publish with them. 

For instance, they may choose to address a researcher as a professor or an academic doctor 

without necessary knowing his/her academic qualification. They mostly choose to use flattery 

content that would massage the researchers’/academics’ egos to publish with them. According 

to Clemons et al. (2017), predatory journals often flatter their potential writers to get their 

attention. Clemons et al. (2017), revealed that predatory journals frequently use flattering 

language, such as "your contribution is beneficial to us," "it's your eminence and repute," and 

"as you are an eminent scientist" amongst others. 

It could be deduced from the above that predatory journals frequently send flattery 

invitations with the sole aim of attracting the attention of researchers to patronize them. Hence, 

it is apposite for academics especially young academics to know that flattery invitations from 

publishers are red flags especially when the invitations are spam. It is also appropriate for 

greenhorn academics to know that no responsible journal will pester you with flattery 

invitations incessantly simply because they want you to publish with them.  

 

(d) Fake Impact Factor and indexing 

Most predatory journals cite fake impact factors to entice researchers to publish with 

them. In most cases, such journals boast of their impact factor and display it boldly on a strategic 

position on their website to simply attract the attention of researchers. However, it is apposite 

to note that not all journals that display their indexing on their journal website are predatory. 

The emphasis here is that predatory journals in most cases fake their indexing and abstracting 

and used that as a marketing strategy to beguile naive academics into publishing with them.  

 

(e) Bogus Editorial Board 

Most often than not, the editorial board members of most predatory journals are fake/non-

existence. Most predatory journals usually present a long list of editorial boards that never 

existed. It is apt for academics especially greenhorns to be aware of the use of fake editorial 

boards by predatory journals to escape being victims. 

The above characteristics are sufficient to guide greenhorn researchers in identifying 

predatory journals. However, it is apposite to note that certain strategies are employed by 

predatory journals to present themselves as legitimate. One is to use titles or logos that are eerily 

similar to those of respectable publications while secretly including renowned academics on 
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their editorial boards (Bryard, 2016). In light of the above, we suggest that greenhorn 

researchers need to be meticulous in choosing which journal to publish with in order not to fall 

victim to predatory publishing. 

 

Academic as a Concept  

The term academic is always associated with educational ambient, especially colleges or 

universities. Three meanings are always attached to the word academics, firstly, academics 

could mean the gamut of activities that occur in schools such as universities or colleges, 

conversely, academics could also mean a profession that deals with teaching and conducting 

researches. Finally, academics could also mean an individual (a lecturer) that works at a 

university or college.  

In this paper, the term academics refer to individuals who are either employed or 

voluntarily working in the university and whose core job description entails teaching, research 

and community services. Suffice it to say that academics are individuals that dedicate their time 

and even resources to impacting knowledge, conducting research and solving practical 

problems within and beyond their societies. From the foregoing, it is apt to infer that the 

following terms can be used to describe academics (educators, instructors, problem solvers and 

teachers) that work at the university.  

Globally, academics are known as problem solvers due there active involvement in 

research and development. However, the honour and prestige accorded to academics will lose 

their relevance when they engage in unethical and dubious practices such as predatory 

publishing which is always accompanied by issues like self-plagiarism and “cooked data 

syndrome”. For the sake of clarity, “cook data syndrome” according to the authors of the paper 

is a situation where researchers manipulate or use non-existing results (data) deceiving editors 

that their data and results of their research study are genuine. It is apt to note that predatory 

publishing has the potency of promoting the aforementioned unethical academic practices.  

 

 

3.  METHOD/MATERIALS  

Research Design  

This study solely relied on the documentary review method. This research study adopts a 

documentary research method to retrieve sufficient data to explore the theme “Predatory 

Publications among Academics in Nigerian Universities: A Narrative Review”. According to 

Payne and Payne cited in Ahmed (2010), documentary methods are utilized for investigating 

and categorizing written documents.  Agbo, Lenshie, & Boye, (2018) expound that "The use of 

documentary research method requires careful and systematic study and analysis of 

documented sources based on written texts, visuals, and pictorial data which may be based on 

secondary data". Bailey (1994) cited in Ahmed (2010) says the documentary research method 

entails the analysis of documents that contains information about the phenomenon that one 

wishes to study. 

 

Method of Data Collection  

The authors of this study retrieved relevant published research papers from reputable 

journals to explore the subject matter under investigation. It is pertinent to note that the 

following phrases and terms were used to search for relevant studies on Google Scholar: 
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predatory journals, predatory publications in Nigeria, and causes of predatory publishing, 

implications of predatory publishing. After a series of searches on Google scholar, a good 

number of research papers were downloaded by the researchers after which relevant materials 

were sorted out.  

 

Sources of Data 

The core sources of data for this study are secondary sources. In other words, the study 

solely relied on information from extant studies. However, the researchers were meticulous to 

only consider published peer review articles as their sources. The rationale behind the above 

decision hinged on the fact that information from other sources may be misleading and based 

on mere hunches instead of scientific evidence and discourse.   

 

Data Analysis Procedure  

The data collected for this research study were analyzed qualitatively. The researchers 

thematically presented the analysis in tandem with the research objective. Four themes were 

addressed which are: the current nature of predatory publishing among Nigerian academics, the 

causes of high patronage of predatory publishing among Nigerian academics and the 

implication of predatory publishing within Nigerian academia.  

 

 

4.  RESULTS  

Discourse on the current state of Predatory Publishing in Nigerian Universities 

Research plays a veritable tool in the development of human society due to its potency to 

proffer a universal remedy to economic, social, political and technological issues (Yusuf, 2012). 

However, it is pathetic, that despite the auspicious function of research in society, the quality 

of research output in Nigerian universities is diminishing. Chiemeke, Longe, Longe, and Shaib, 

(2009) corroborate that there is a dramatic decline in the quality of research outputs in Nigerian 

universities. Therefore, the concern should be expressed about the aforesaid scenario, 

particularly because the high-quality research could serve as a panacea to Nigeria's current 

socioeconomic and political difficulties.  

Atanda, & Olasupo (2018) revealed that the majority of academic staff in most 

universities in Nigeria are more enthusiastic and engaged in teaching than research, and this 

attitude has severely hampered the quality of research output of Nigerian universities. However, 

it is paradoxical that academics in Nigerian universities are in dire need to publish in journals 

even when these publications are not tilted toward solving practical problems or adding 

anything meaningful to the body of knowledge (Alemoh, 2018).  The above situation is 

associated with the "publish or perish" syndrome. Endurance (2019) submitted that the growth 

of predatory academic publishing in Nigeria is a result of the "publish or perish" syndrome 

associated with academia. "Publish or perish" is a phrase used to describe the pressure 

academics faced to publish research papers to advance in their careers. Endurance (2019) 

observed that Nigerian academics hastily send their research to predatory journals to meet up 

with the pressure of providing academic papers for promotion.  

From the foregoing, it is appropriate to deduce that research in Nigerian universities 

especially among academics is more like a ritual that is performed regularly for promotions and 

the benefits that go along with them. The above situation has increased the chances of Nigerian 
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academics to publish in predatory journals and at the same time reducing the quality of research 

output.  No wonder, evidence from extant literature revealed that authors of most predatory 

journals are from African countries (Nigeria and South Africa) and Asian countries 

(Omobowale, Akanle, Adeniran, & Adegboyega, 2014; Nwagwa, 2016; Frandsen, 2017). 

According to Tariq e’ tal (2022), lately, predatory activities are increasing and getting more 

complicated, making it more difficult to recognize, follow, and monitor predatory publications 

and conferences. 

In Nigeria, Ajuwon and Ajuwon (2018) state that predatory open-access publishing is 

currently a thriving enterprise. In other words, predatory publishing is blooming in Nigeria. 

Nwagwu and Ojemeni (2015) corroborate that the two Nigerian publishers included on Beall's 

list launched 28 active journals in five years and earned around $3,360,500 during that time. 

Suffice it to say that predatory publications in Nigeria are on the increase and also have high 

patronage. In light of the above, Ajuwon and Ajuwon (2018) affirm that Nigerian publishers 

and authors' engagement in predatory publishing presents a danger to the nation's legitimate 

research. In other words, researchers from other parts of the world may not take research 

emanating from Nigeria as genuine, authentic or worth citing. 

The pathetic thing about the above situation in Nigeria is that most often than not attention 

of Nigerian academics is centred on the number of academic papers published instead of the 

quality of research papers. According to Talabi, Adaja & Adefemi (2017) cited in Alemoh 

(2018): 

 
The era of 'publish-publish-publish' has made academics rush for whatever is 

available in the name of writing journal publications. In the early days of academic 

work, hardly could anybody, even a professor boast of 30 publications in his kitty 

before becoming a professor but today –there are young academics with 100, 200, 

300 academic papers while some have surpassed 300 publications... we look forward 

to who becomes the first to break the record of over 1,000 publications in Nigerian 

Universities. 

 

The data above indicate unequivocally that Nigerian academics, particularly those in the 

university system, have been patronizing predatory journals. This unethical academic practice 

is spreading and urgent action is required to stop it. Therefore, the thesis of this paper is that 

currently there is a prevalence of predatory publishing among Nigerian academics.  

 

Causes of high patronage of predatory publishing among academics in Nigerian 

universities 

There is an avalanche of debates by scholars regarding the reasons why there is a 

prevalence of patronage of predatory publications among Nigerian academics. According to 

Cress, David and Sarwer (2019) publishing in predatory journals is a quick gain for academics 

that choose to do so to increase the number of citations on their curriculum vitae (CV). Suffice 

it to say that since predatory journals have a high acceptability rate and sometimes low 

publication charges, some academics choose to use these journals as a cheap platform to have 

as many publications as possible without necessarily worrying about the implications. It is 

worthy for academics (especially, greenhorn academics) to know that scholars with 

publications in predatory journals are not considered serious in a serious well-organised 

scientific community notwithstanding the number of publications they have. The above claim 
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hinged on the fact that predatory publications do not make any positive impact due to their 

pseudo nature.  

According to Olukujo (2020), the desire of impatient young academics for promotion 

without adhering to the appropriate process is one of the core factors that foster predatory 

publishing among Nigerian University academics. In the same vein, according to the findings 

of a study conducted by Tella (2020), one of the core reasons why Nigerian academics patronize 

predatory journal is because of the pressure and sometimes desperation not to miss out on 

promotions. Tella (2020) further noted that inadequate knowledge of academic journals and 

impatient to wait for the peer review process in reputable journals are some of the reasons why 

Nigerian academics patronize predatory journals. The above implies that greenhorn academics 

are likely to patronize predatory journals due to their lack of sufficient knowledge on 

publishing. However, the authors of this paper argue that even experienced academics are likely 

to patronize predatory journals when they found themselves under pressure to present published 

papers for promotion.  

Another factor that fosters the patronage of predatory journals in Nigeria is the economic 

reality that Nigerian academics are faced with. According to Ajuwon and Ajuwon (2018), one 

of the dilemmas faced by Nigerian academics when publishing in reputable open-access 

journals is affording Article Processing Charges. Baro, Bosah, and Obi (2017) found in their 

study that very few academic staff at Nigerian universities have access to research funds. In 

most cases, Nigerian academics used part of their merger salaries to publish academic papers 

since it is a requisite for their promotions. Ajuwon and Ajuwon (2018) observed that:  

 
Part of the dilemma Nigerian scientists face when searching for appropriate channels 

to publish their research is how to raise the Article Processing Charges (APC) 

demanded by OA journals under the gold publication plan that permits immediate 

and free access to the paper once it is published.  Although most reputable journals 

require payment of the APC after peer review and acceptance of the manuscript, the 

amount (which may range from $1,000 - $2,500 per article) charged by these journals 

is exorbitant by local standards because much of the researches conducted by 

Nigerian academic are self-sponsored. Some reputable OA journals offer a waiver 

for authors from a number of low and medium-income countries, but Nigeria has 

been removed from this list since the country's national income has exceeded the 

cut-off for countries that can benefit from such a program (p.4). 

 

From the above, it is apposite that the high exuberant charges by reputable journals have 

the potency to force some Nigerian academics to fall back to predatory journals (with low 

charges) to meet up with their ritual of submitting papers to faculty boards and the university 

management for promotion. Be that as it may, the above is not a justification for an academic 

to patronize predatory journals considering its terrible consequences.  

Another factor revealed in extant studies as a contributing factor to the high patronage of 

predatory publishing among Nigerian academics is the “publish-publish” syndrome, a situation 

where academics (especially young academics) in Nigeria publish continuously without 

minding the impact of such publications. Talabi, Adaja and Adefemi (2017) substantiate that 

Nigerian academics are rushing to publish whatever they can in the name of authoring journal 

articles in the age of "publish-publish-publish.”  

The above situation could be associated with competition among academics on who has 

the highest number of publications at the departmental or faculty level. It is apposite to note 
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that the above practice is inimical and dangerous to Nigerian academia as it has gross 

implications which are discussed in the next subtheme of the paper.  

 

Implications of predatory publications among academics in Nigeria universities  

Predatory publishing has a terrible effect on society as a whole as well as the researcher. 

It is important to emphasize that research findings from universities are relied upon by decision-

makers in government and industry, as well as by practically all social classes in society. By 

inference, a nation's future is doomed if its academics patronize predatory journals because its 

policymakers may likely depend on misleading information which their scholars published in 

predatory journals. In other words, due to the pseudo nature of predatory journals, findings 

emanating from such journals could be erroneous due to the lack of a rigorous peer review 

process. Therefore, it would be disastrous for policymakers, and private or public organizations 

to rely on the findings emanating from such publications.  

According to Shrestha (2021), many persons have benefited from the open acceptance of 

papers from predatory journals to be awarded masters or doctorate degrees or other 

certifications, such as promotions. Contrarily, the aforementioned circumstances acted as a 

catalyst for the increase of half-baked graduates who failed to meet the prerequisite of 

publishing high-calibre academic articles before graduation. Similar to this, predatory 

publications can lead certain academics to advance to various levels in academia, including 

becoming professors, without making any noteworthy contributions to the scientific 

community. The above situation is   

Ifijeh (2017) pinpointed the following as some of the adverse implications of predatory 

publishing:  

 

a) Spread of erroneous scientific knowledge  

In academia, new ideas/research findings are always built on existing/previous ones. 

Therefore, it becomes problematic when previous or existing research ideas are unreliable and 

deceptive. In other words, the patronage of predatory publishers’ among academics could 

contaminate the current and subsequent research findings thereby fostering the spread of 

erroneous scientific knowledge. Since most predatory journals do not adequately conduct 

expert peer reviews, the findings presented in these articles may be false since they were not 

confirmed by competent editors and reviewers. As a result, academics who based their study 

on data from predatory publications risk unintentionally spreading erroneous information.  

 

b) Bad reputation  

Authors/academics who haven’t yet made a name for themselves in the research world 

gain credibility via high-calibre research and theoretical articles published in reputable 

publications. However, authors’ integrity is questioned when they publish in predatory journals. 

Nobody takes an author who patronizes predatory journals seriously. Aside from the reputation 

of the authors (academics), the reputation of an academic institution (the 157ocus157y157ę157 

he/she works with) 157ocus157y at stake because academics are ambassadors of their 

universities therefore their patronage of predatory journals would affect the reputation of their 

universities adversely. Therefore, there is a need for Nigerian academics to look at publishing 

beyond promotions and start viewing it from the perspective of career prestige.  
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c) Encouragement of plagiarism 

Predatory publishing encourages plagiarism. According to ifijeh (2017), plagiarism is the 

other jeopardy created by predatory publications. Beall (2012) concurs that predatory journals 

serve as a catalyst that fosters plagiarism among academics. The above claim hinged on the fact 

that predatory journals are solely profit-making enterprises hence they may not necessarily care 

whether a work of plagiarized or not provided they receive their publication charges from 

authors. The above situation has the potency to encourage academics to use predatory journals 

as a platform to publish plagiarism content.  

The above situation is a time bomb in the Nigerian academia that would soon explode 

and its consequences could be extremely heinous to the country’s national development.  

 

 

5.  DISCUSSION  

 

The findings of this study revealed that 158ocus158y158ę158 academics in Nigeria 

patronize predatory journals. The study also found that some factors are responsible for the high 

patronage of predatory journals among Nigerian academics. One of these factors is the harsh 

economic reality faced by Nigerian academics. In other words, the financial situation that 

Nigerian academics find themselves in is another element that encourages predatory 

publications in that country. For instance, Ajuwon & Ajuwon (2018) revealed that paying 

Article Processing Charges is one of the challenges Nigerian academics encounter while 

publishing in respected open-access journals.  

According to Ajuwon & Ajuwon (2018) “when looking for appropriate venues to publish 

their research, Nigerian scientists face several challenges, including how to increase the Article 

Processing Charges (APC) required by OA journals under the gold publication plan, which 

enables immediate and free access to the paper once it is published”. Another factor that serves 

as a catalyst that promotes the high patronage of predatory journals is impatient by greenhorn 

academics to publish research papers. One of the main factors that encourage predatory 

publication among Nigeria University academics, according to Olukujo (2020), is the desire of 

impatient young academics for advancement without following the proper 158ocus158y158ę. 

However, Tella (2022) revealed the fear of missing out on promotion; the impatient wait 

for lengthy peer reviews from respected journals, and the lack of information literacy, are 

among the factors that lead Nigerian academics to patronize predatory journals.  

The findings also indicated that young, especially newly employed, and inexperienced 

Nigerian academics are more likely to utilize predatory journals. The above situation has an 

adverse effect on Nigerian academia and 158ocus158y at large. The situation has the potential 

to make academics in Nigeria less 158ocus on producing high-quality research. 

 

 

6.  CONCLUSION / RECOMMENDATION  

 

Predatory publishing has gross implications not only on the reputation of academics but 

on society at large. Due to the pseudo nature of predatory publishing, the information published 

in predatory journals is misleading hence the findings and recommendations that abound in 

papers published in such journals are irrelevant and may not contribute to the development of 

human society. The authors of this paper take cognisance of the fact not all papers published in 
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predatory journals are junks because there are innocent academics with well-researched papers 

that fall victim to predatory publishing. However, it is difficult and even impossible to 

determine which paper is well-researched in a predatory journal, due to the pseudo and 

unethical academic practices carried out by predatory publishers. Therefore, the stands of the 

paper are that predatory publishing is inimical to academia; hence, there is a need to swiftly 

address the unethical practice.  

Therefore the researchers of this paper recommend that: 

1) Mentoring is crucial in the fight against predatory academic practices. Therefore, 

greenhorn academics need to be mentored by a senior colleague who is well-

established and knows the nitty-gritty of publishing in academia.  

2) The ability of researchers to recognize unethical academic practices should be 

consistently improved by Nigerian universities. Researchers and academics should be 

updated on predatory journals and conferences so they can identify and stay away from 

them   

3) A quality control scheme should be established by Nigerian universities for assessing 

the quality of academic papers. Paper that falls below the required standard or is 

published in predatory journals should be rejected  

4) Adequate funding should be provided for academics in Nigeria. That would go a long 

way in creating a conducive atmosphere for researchers to conduct quality research 

and afford the finances to pay for publishing charges in reputable academic journals. 

5) There is a need for greenhorn academics in Nigeria to be enlightened through seminars, 

workshops, and symposiums on the effect of predatory publications.  
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