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ABSTRACT 

                                                                                       

describes the process                                                                             

           –                                                                                      

                               / as found in some Benue-Congo languages suc                    

                                                                             /  that appears  to 

perform  the function of  deriving genitive ,however the marker, along with the nominal prefix /a/, 

derive a form that has the se                 “                                    ”   
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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 

                                                                                     

    -                                                                                     

                                                                                          

communities are separated by about fifty kilometres with a number of commun                 
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in almost all domains. The two languages are reserved for the home domain when intimate 

matters are being discussed, (A                                                      

                                                                                                 

                                                            

Very little is published on these two langu                                     

                                                                                         

       (2013). Other scholars who have worked on the genetic classification of the languages  

include Blench (2012), Adeniyi and Ojo (2005) and Elugbe (2007). A detailed work on the 

morphology of the languages is yet to be carried out. The present paper is an effort to fill the 

gap by looking at an aspect of the morphology of the languages. Specifically, the paper 

describes the derivation of the genitive nouns in the two languages. 

Apart from documenting aspects of the language, this paper is motivated by the need to 

compare the grammatical structures of these languages with those of languages around them. 

This is important because                                                                         

                                                                                            

                                               -                                           

                  

 

 

2.  GENITIVE NOUNS 
 

                                              -                            

                                                                                     

                                                                                             

             -                                                                            

                                                                                               

                                                                                                  

                                                                                               

final mid tone while the other is realised with final high tone. The two var                       

are used for different semantic purposes. The realization of the morpheme in the languages is 

demonstrated in the examples below: 

1) a. Ebira 

                                         owner of\ dealer in rice 

                                      owner of\ dealer in orange 

                                      owner of\dealer in maize 

                                              owner of\ dealer in cassava  

b. Igede 

 oli  #  idzu          z                    owner of\dealer in yam 

 oli #  ogbi                               owner of\dealer in guinea-corn 

                                           owner of\ dealer in salt 

                                            owner of\ dealer in ashes 
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c.       

       #                         king\owner of a town 

                              owner of\ dealer in pots 

       #                       owner of\ dealer in leaves 

       #    ɲ             ɲ         owner of\dealer in maize    

d.        

 i.                             owner of\dealer in leaves 

                            owner of\ dealer in clothes 

                            owner of \dealer in oranges 

                               owner of \dealer in beans 

ii.   o                                     a pauper 

 oni                            ’            

 oni                                          a rebel 

 

                                                                                    

lists the processes to include: 

(i). The final vowel of the morphemes is deleted in the four languages 

(ii). There is allomorphic variation of the genitive marker along full vowel harmony                 

                              

(iii).                                         Ukaan after vowel deletion, a process not   

                             

(iv). Nasalization of the initial vowel of the stem occurs in cases where /n/ does not 

change to /l/                              “                        ”            

(v). Assimilation acro                                                            

        “      of \                 ”   

 

A major observation in the derivation of genitive nouns in the four languages is that the 

process is robust and systematic. This observation leads                                      

                                      “                                                     

                                                                ”  

 

2. 1. Genitive construction in       

A critical observati                                                                      

                                                                                            

                                                                                               

                                                                                   

                                                                                           

derivation. 

3a.             #                      owner of\ dealer in dog 

                            owner of \ dealer in clothes 

        ethu                owner of \ dealer in fish 

                            owner of money \ wealthy person  

                                owner of \dealer in palmoil 
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                             owner of \ dealer in pepper 

                            owner of \ dealer in house 

        ibata               owner of \ dealer in shoes 

                                            owner of \ dealer in yam 

                            owner of \ dealer in farm 

                        owner of \ dealer in palm wine 

                                                   \ dealer in groundnut 

b.    

                                  wise person 

                               wise\knowledgeable person 

                           drummer 

                           trader 

                                    jester 

                               gossip 

                                    diviner 

 

Three phonological processes are in operation in the derivations in (3) above, as stated 

in 4. 

 

4  (i).  deletion of the final vowel of the genitive marker and vowel assimilation across 

               segment where the root begins a vowel other than /i/ and /or /u/ 

                               ‘                      ’ 

                                 ‘           ’ 

.                               ‘       ’ 

                     u        ‘                    ’ 

(ii).  realignment of tone of the deleted final vowel of the genitive marker 

                            ‘      ’ 

                                                   owner of / dealer in yam 

 

                                                                                   

                                                                                       

                                                                        

The examples in (5) attest to this: 

   

5. (i)         Ownership/Dealership 

      #                      owner of\ dealer in dog 

                            owner of \ dealer in clothes 

                           owner of \ dealer in fish 

                            owner of money \ wealthy person  

                                owner of \dealer in palm oil 

                             owner of \ dealer  in pepper 

                             owner of\dealer in house 

 

 



World Scientific News 99 (2018) 235-243 

 
 

-239- 

(ii)    Vocation 

                                ‘       ’ 

                                         ‘       ’ 

                                                                ‘      ’ 

(iii)  Attributes 

                                        ‘        ’ 

                                     ‘                  ’ 

                                                                ‘           ’ 

 

2. 2. Genitive construction in       

                                     genitive marker.                                

                                                                                           

                                                                                          

data below to sh                                              

 

6a.    - prefix 

                              ‘                        ’ 

                                            ‘                              ’ 

      #                       ‘                         ’ 

                           ‘                       ’ 

      #                  ‘                                  ’ 

                                    ‘owner of /dealer in salt 

                                         ‘                               ’ 

                                          ‘                         ’ 

                       ʃ        ʃ      ‘                         ’ 

                                                     ‘       ’ 

                                          ‘                        ’ 

                                                  ‘                              ’ 

  

Allison (2015) presents what he considers a second genitive form in the examples 

below, 

 

6b.     - prefix 

                                     ‘                             ’ 

                                      ‘                               ’ 

                                  ‘                               ’ 

                                           ‘                          ’ 

                                   ‘                                             ’ 

     #                                 ‘                                    ’    

     #                              ‘                                    ’ 

                               ‘                               ’ 

                                 ‘                        ’ 

                                         ‘                                  ’ 
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                                                         owner of farm                          

             dealer in clothes                                         drummer      

                                                                                           

(4)  above. They are: 

 

        (i) deletion of the final vowel of the genitive prefix 

       (ii) tone realignment after the vowel deletion 

 

Assimilation across segment does not operate in the derivation as was observed in 

respect of Ukaan and Igede in section 2.0 above. 

The morpheme in (6a) differs from the one in (6b) in the sense that the morpheme has 

the alveolar nasal /n/ in 6b, but the alveolar lateral /l/ in 6a. In addition to /l-n/ segments 

interchange, the two forms (6a & 6b) do not reflect similar meaning. Whereas the morpheme 

semantically reflects ownership/dealership in 6a, it refl                                     

                                                                                                

                                                butcher                          trader, and 

in terms of attrib                                        liar                              a 

gossip                                                     -/ is that it is normally attached to 

an intermediate form that is derived through the prefixation of a nominal prefix /a-/ to a verb 

phrase, e.g.  

 

(7)                                              ‘                  ’ 

       Nom.  prefix     beat         drum  

                                                ‘                   ’ 

       Nom. prefix      sell           goods 

 

                                                                                    who beat 

drum,         who/that sell goods                                                                

                             means person in the language to the derived forms in (7) we get 

               “                 ”                                      

 

(8)                         #        a         +                                            person who beats drums. 

         Agentive prefix     Nom. prefix      beat drum( art/act) 

                                                                                                                     

        Agentive prefix    Nom. prefix        sell goods 

 

The                   ‘      ’                                                           

                                                                        

 

(9a)   Agentive/Nom. Prefix      VP 

                  a          +                    ‘       ’ 

       a         +                          ‘               ’  

       a            +                                     ‘             ’ 

       a            +                         ‘                     ’ 
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       a            +                           ‘         ’ 

       a           +                             ‘     ’ 

       a           +                             ‘      ’ 

 

                          -                                                      

similar deriv                                                                                

                                                                                            

                 ‘     ’ that  ‘   ’ this, to make specific reference, e.g. 

 

(9b)                        ‘            ’ 

                    ‘           ’ 

                     ‘            ’ 

                    ‘              ’ 

 

                                               -                                  

genitive                                                                               

language. While such postulation is quite possible based on the manifestation of the two 

forms across Benue-Congo languages as discussed in section 2 of this paper, we, howe     

                                                                                       

                                                                                   

                                                                                            

                                                                                               

                                                                                                 

                                                                                               

rather it is an agentive marker.    

 

 

3.   GENERAL OVERVIEW 

 

                                                                                          

                                                                                           

                                                                                          

                                                                                            

                                                                                        

investigated beyond the languages being compared; we should venture into the possibility of a 

common origin by looking at other languages in the family group. We ha                   

                                                                                              

                                                                                             

share this position in this paper that the                                                  

                         –                                                             

                 -                                                                      

                                                                                              

performs agentive function.                                                               

should be classified under Edoid. We contend here that findings in this paper do             

                                                                                     

genitive nouns presented in this paper, one may be tempted to declare that the languages fall 
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under Yoruboid. Edoid languages do not form genitive nouns                                   

                                                                                           

                                                                   

 

(11)              

  (i)                                          ‘              ’ 

  person   owns    water  

  (ii)                        iyan          ‘            ’ 

             person   owns    yam 

  (iii)                                              ‘                  ’ 

 person   owns    groundnut 

  (iv)                                                       ‘                   ’ 

             Person  owns     cloth 

 

                                                                               

however, the mode of derivation differs. Yorub                                    

                                                                                          

construction of full sentences. More comparative work is required in different areas of the 

grammars of these languages with other Yoruboid and Edoid languages so as to get a clearer 

picture. 

 

 

4.  CONCLUSION 

 

                                                                                      

                                                                                               

                                                                                        

                                                                                            

                                                       -     -                          

                                                                                                  

                                                                                      

invoked to derive genitive nouns. 

                                                                                       

                                                                                     

languages on the other hand so as to have useful pieces of evidence on which their 

classification could be based. 
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