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ABSTRACT 

Many research works have been carried out on focus construction in Yoruba and its dialects. 

These works include the comparison between the focus construction in Yoruba language and the 

dialects of Yoruba, a comparison between the focus construct                                     

                                                                                                      

                                                                                               

different la                                                                                         

                                                                                                      

This forms the basis of the discussion in this paper. The dat                                          

                                       -                                                  -           

                                                    -70 and have spent their lifetime in their dialect 

communities. Descriptive approach is adopted for the data analysis. 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 

A                      19     “                        P          ress that marks the 

point of the sentence where there is a greatest concentration of information which the hearer 

                    y                             ” A      2001                                  

   “                                         nguage user to highlight a particular string in a 

         ”  A          y                                                                     

prominence to a particular item in a sentence is very paramount in focus construction.  

Research works on focus construction in Yoruba language and its dialects have attracted 

the interest of the Yoruba scholars such as Awobuluyi (1978a,b, 1985, 1992), Owolabi 

(1981), Bamgbose (1990), Yusuf (1989, 1995), Awoyale (1985), Ajiboye (2006), Akintoye 

(2006), Akintoye and Owoyele (2018). These scholars accept that two types of focus 

construction exist in Yoruba language; constituent and sentence focusing. Constituent 

focusing is generated by moving a lexical item or a phrase to the initial position after which 

such a lexical item or a phrase will be accompanied by a focus marker ni as exemplified 

below. 

 

1.           y       

Olu eat pounded yam Ojo  

           ’          y    

 

Focus Construction 

 

a.                           y                     

                        yam Ojo 

I                      ’          y   

 

b.                     y                         

Ojo FOC Olu eat pounded yam RES 

I         ’          y                

 

c. Iy                                     

Pounded yam Ojo FOC Olu eat 

I         ’   ounded yam that Olu ate. 

 

d.                             y              

                               

                             ’          y   

 

Examples 1(a and b) above show that when NPs in subject and genitival positions are 

moved, the extraction positions are fill with resumptive pronouns. If a subject NP is moved, 

the extraction position will be filled with a subject resumptive pronoun   as shown in 1(a). 

But if a genitival NP is moved, the position will be filled with genitival resumptive pronoun 

     as shown in 1 (b). The reason for filling the position where Subject and genitival NPs are 

moved is because Yoruba language does not permit these position to be vacant so as to avoid 

ungrammaticality. There are lots of issues on the subject resumptive pronoun   among 
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Yoruba scholars such as There are enough arguments on the status of the high tone syllable   

among the Yoruba scholars; Sonaiya (1988), Awobuluyi (1992, 2006), Oladeji (2003), 

Adesuyan (2006), Akanbi (2004), Olumuyiwa (2005), Oluseye (2005, 2009), Akintoye 

(2015). The current paper will not delve into this issue. We will treat the high tone syllable   

as a resumptive pronoun following Radford (1988) who explains that a sentence without a 

subject is incorrect. He bases his position on Extended Projection Principle (EPP) which does 

not allow the generation of a sentence without a subject. 

Sentence focusing is realized when a complete sentence is given prominence by 

attaching a focus marker to it at the final position as demonstrated below. 

 

2.  A                   

  Ade beat dog Ojo 

 A           ’      

 

Focus Constructions 

 

i. A                      

 A                    

                  A           ’      

 

b.              y                     

 Olu steal pounded yam eat 

 Olu stole pounded yam and ate it 

 

i.                y                         

 Olu stole pounded yam eat FOC 

 The fact is that Olu stole pounded yam and ate it 

 

 Apart from researching on the focus construction in Yoruba language, research works 

on focus construction have gone far on its comparative analysis in Yoruba language and its 

dialects, comparison between the focus construction in one dialect of Yoruba and the others. 

However, findings show that attention has not been paid to the comparison between th        

                                                                                        

                                                                                             

two different language families. For instance, both languages employ the focus marker ni for 

both constituent and sentence focusing. Although, focus marker in Yoruba language occupies 

the median position in constituent focusing while it always occupies sentence final position in 

both constituent and sentence foc                                                             

                                                                                              

                                                                                            

                       I                                                              

                                              y                                          

                                                                      milarities.  

                                                                                          

      -                                          -                                 

informants are between ages 65-70 and have spent their lifetime in the selected dialect 
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communities. The informants were selected because it is assumed that their speech forms 

have not been corrupted by English language. Descriptive approach is adopted for data 

analysis. 

This paper is divided into four parts. Sectio                                       

                                                                                  

                                                                                        

                                     uages. 

 

 

2.  FOCUS CONSTRUCTION I                  

 

                                                           -               

     y                                                                                  

     y                          y                              y                               

              A      y  199                                                              

groups by Yoruba scholars such as Adetugbo (1967), Akinkugbe (1976), Oyelaran (1977), 

Fresco (19 0      A      y   199                              y                              

variants in the dialectical speech forms. 

A                                                                                      

but their focus constructions are similar. For instance, both languages employ the focus 

marker ni for both constituent and sentence focusing. Although, focus marker in Yoruba 

language occupies the median position in constituent focusing and sentence finally in the 

sentence focusing while it     y                                                           

                                                                                              

identical to w                                                                          aper 

will be selected to represent Yoruba language for our data presentation and analysis.  

A            A         19     A          19      y        19             19 0   

                                                                                  -         

                         I    -                 -                    y                          -

                                            -dialect is selected for this paper. It is believed that 

this dialect will be a good representative of the other two sub-dialects. 

                                         y                                        

the standard dialect. The focus marker takes two forms;   and                              

occur at the sentence final position as demonstrated below.  

 

              

 

3.                          y  

 Olu HTS carry child mother  

                   ’        

 

Focus Constructions 

 

a.                          y            

 Olu  RSP carry child mother FOC 

 It was Olu that carrie         ’        
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a. Iy                                            

 Mother Olu HTS carry child RSP FOC 

 It was mother whose child Olu carried 

 

b.         y                             

 Child mother Olu HTS carry FOC 

 I            ’                   rried 

 

c.                                   y             

 Carrying Olu HTS carry child mother FOC 

                                     ’        

 

4.                        

 Aina HTS fry meat 

 Aina fried meat 

 

Focus Constructions 

 

a.                              

            y           

 It was Aina that fried meat 

 

b.                            

 Meat Aina HTS fry FOC 

 It was meat that Aina fried 

 

      c.                                       

 Frying Aina HTS fry meat FOC 

 The fact was that Aina fried meat 

  

Examples (3 and 4) above show that the focus marker   and    are allomorphs; they 

occur in complementary environments. For instance, the focus marker   co-occurs with oral 

vowels as indicated in examples (3) above while    co-occurs with nasal vowels as 

demonstrated in examples (4).  Research shows that the focus marker                 y    

      A           y                                                                        

                                         al feature; ni in Yoruba language and i  n                

                     19                                               ni changes to li when it 

co-occurs with oral vowels (Owolabi 1989). One can also say that    changes to i   by 

assimilating the oral feature of the vowels adjacent to it as reflected in examples (3).  

A                                                                                        

                                                        y                                 y 

                                  P                                                          

                          A                                                      P     

                                                                                         

extraction positions are filled with resumptive pronouns; high tone syllable   and     

respectively as shown in examples (3a, b and 4a).   
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A close look at examples (3 and 4) shows that the high tone syllable   is present in all of 

them. There is a difference between   in examples (3a, 4a) and other examples. While   in 

examples (3b, c, d, 4b, c) functions as a preverb (PRV) because it appears in between the 

subjects and the verbs Awobuluyi (1993, 2003),   in examples (3a, 4a) functions as a subject 

resumptive pronoun. The reason is because when a subject NP is moved the extraction cite 

will be filled with a subject resumptive pronoun (Sonaiya 1988), Oluseye (2005, 2009) and 

Oladeji (2003). Akintoye (2015) as earlier noted is of the opinion that   in examples (3a, 4a) 

is generated by merger; a fusion of the preverb   and the resumptive  . According to him, 

Yoruba language does not permit generating a sentence with a subject. When a subject NP is 

moved, the extraction position is filled with the subject resumptive pronoun as earlier noted. It 

is assumed that both   as a preverb (PRV) and as a subject resumptive pronoun are in their 

right positions. But both of them are merged because they have the same form as 

demonstrated below. 

 

5.                         y   

 Olu PRV carry child mother  

                   ’        

 

 Focus Construction 

 

a.                                     y                                           y            

       P P  V     y                          P   rry child mother FOC 

 I                        y       ’        

  

6.                         

 Aina PRV fry meat 

 Aina fried meat 

 

b.                                                                   

        P P V   y                    P fry meat FOC 

 It was Aina that fried meat 

 

 

3.  SENTENCE FOCUSING IN              
 

Sentence focusing involves giving prominence to a whole sentence by attaching the 

focus marker at the sentence final position as exemplified below. 

 

                           

Eye Prog push 2sg 

 You are shy 

 

 Focus Construction 

 

i.                               

 Eye Prog push 2sg FOC 
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The fact is that you are shy 

 

b.                    

 Olu ADVP come 

 Olu came quickly 

 

 Focus Construction 

 

ii.                           

 Olu ADVP come FOC 

 The fact is that Olu came quickly. 

 

A                                                form. Apart from that, there is no 

movement transformation noticed in generating sentence focusing. This means that sentence 

focusing                                    y             

 

 

4.  FOCUS CONSTRUCTION I                 

 

                          y                                                   -       

                                                                         A            -

                              A                                    A           

           A                                                                     A    

                                     A     200   Ay       2010   A                      y 

   -                                                                                y 

                                                                                          

presentation and analysis in this paper bec        -                          y               

possible to capture all of them in a work of this nature.  

A                                             y                                   

language; constituent and sentence focusing.  Focus cons                              

generated by adjunction and movement transformation. For instance, constituent focusing is 

generated by moving a lexical item or phrase to the initial position and having the focus 

marker    attached in the sentence final position as demonstrated below. 

 

               

 

7.                               y     

 Olu HTS carry child mother  

                   ’        

 

Focus Constructions 

 

a.                             y           

 Olu RSP carry child mother FOC 

 I                                 ’        
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b.  y                                          

 Mother Olu HTS carry child RSP FOC 

 It was mother whose child Olu carried 

 

c         y                             

 Child mother Olu HTS carry FOC 

 I            ’                         

 

d    y                                     y           

 Carrying Olu HTS carry child mother FOC 

                                     ’        

 

                                                             ssess nominal features as 

revealed in the examples above. A non- nominal item like a verb is nominalized by affixing 

additional morpheme to the verb as shown in example 7(d). If subject and genitival NPs are 

moved from to the initial position, the extraction positions are filled with the resumptive 

pronouns. For instance, when the subject NP     and genitival NP        are moved in 

examples 1(a, b), their extraction positions are filled with the subject resumptive pronoun   

and the genitival resumptive pronoun ni respectively. 

A close study of examples (7) shows that the high tone syllable   is present in all of 

them.   There is a difference between   in examples (7, b, c, d) and other example (7a). While 

  in examples (7, b, c, d) is a preverb (PRV) because it appears in between the subjects and 

the verbs Awobuluyi (1993, 2003),   in examples (7a) functions as a subject resumptive 

pronoun. The reason is because when a subject NP is moved, the extraction cite will be filled 

with a subject resumptive pronoun (Sonaiya 1988), Oluseye (2005, 2009) and Oladeji (2003). 

Akintoye (2015) as earlier noted is of the opinion that   in examples (7a) is generated 

by merger; a fusion of the preverb   and the resumptive  .  According to him, Yoruba 

language does not permit generating a sentence with a subject. When a subject NP is moved, 

the extraction position is filled with the subject resumptive pronoun as earlier noted. Since the 

subject resumptive pronoun                                                   same thing, it 

is assumed that the explanation given to the high tone syllable                                

                                     I                         as a preverb (PRV) and as a 

subject resumptive pronoun are in their right positions. But both of them are merged because 

they have the same form as demonstrated below. 

 

               

 

8.                                 y      

 Olu PRV carry child mother 1sg 

                   ’        

 

 Focus Construction 

 

a.                                           y                                                 y           

 Olu RSP PREV carry child mother FOC            P     y                  

 I                        y       ’        
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5.  SENTENCE FOCUSING IN         NGUAGE 
 

Sentence focusing involves giving prominence to a whole sentence by attaching the 

focus marker at the sentence final position as exemplified below. 

 

               

 

8.                      y  

     P  V             y   

 Olu ate pounded yam 

 

 Focus Construction 

 

a.                      y                       

    P  V             y       

The fact was that Olu ate pounded yam 

 

      9.                   

  Tade PREV carry chair Ojo 

                  ’         

 

      a.                                           

            Tade PREV carry chair Ojo FOC 

                                              ’        

 

     10.   Ay                ri           A   

   Ay    P  V             A   

   Ay      A  ’        

 

       a.   Ay                             A        

   Ay    P  V             A       

                                 Ay      A  ’        

 

A                                                   form with double vowels. We can 

suggest that the sentence focus marker n   is generated by vowel lengthening. While    is the 

focus marker, the second vowel   functions as an emphatic marker.  This type of emphatic 

marker is also attested in Yoruba language but functioned as topicalization (TOP) (Bamgbose 

1990). It is employed when an addressee is responding to a question from his/her speaker as 

demonstrated below.  

 

11. Question      Response 

 

a. Ta                                  

 CQW FOC Olu see     Ojo TOP 

 Who did Olu see?     It was Ojo 
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b.               A   y         y        

         A              DET TOP 

 Which one did Ade choose?    That one 

 

c.                  Ay                                

          Ay    y                                                               P 

 How  much did Ayo paid?    It was two shillings 

 

 

6.  SIMILARITIES BETWEEN FOCUS CONSTRUCTION I                   

     LANGUAGES 

  

             y                                                                       

                                                     y                                    

                                                                                          

(3a-d, 4a ,b, 6ai. bi, 7a-d, 8a, 9a repeated below as: 

  

              

 

12.                          y  

 Olu HTS carry child mother  

                   ’        

 

Focus Constructions 

 

a.                          y            

 Olu  RSP carry child mother FOC 

 I                              ’        

 

b. Iy                                            

 Mother Olu HTS carry child RSP FOC 

 It was mother whose child Olu carried 

 

c.         y                             

 Child mother Olu HTS carry FOC 

 I            ’                         

 

d.                                   y            

 Carrying Olu HTS carry child mother FOC 

                                     ’        

 

13.                        

 Aina HTS fry meat 

 Aina fried meat 
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Focus Constructions 

 

a.                              

            y           

 It was Aina that fried meat 

 

b.                            

 Meat Aina HTS fry FOC 

 It was meat that Aina fried 

 

  14a.                           

Eye Prog push 2sg 

 You are shy 

 

 Focus Construction 

 

i.                               

 Eye Prog push 2sg FOC 

 The fact is that you are shy 

 

b.                    

 Olu ADVP come 

 Olu came quickly 

 

 Focus Construction 

 

i.                           

 Olu ADVP come FOC 

 The fact is that Olu came quickly. 

 

               

 

15.                               y     

 Olu HTS carry child mother  

                   ’        

 

Focus Constructions 

 

a.                             y           

 Olu RSP carry child mother FOC 

 I                                 ’        

 

b.  y                                           

 Mother Olu HTS carry child RSP FOC 

 It was mother whose child Olu carried 
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c         y                                

 Child mother Olu HTS carry FOC 

 I            ’                         

 

d    y                              y                 

 Carrying Olu HTS carry child mother FOC 

                                      ’        

 

16.                        y  

     P  V             y   

 Olu ate pounded yam 

 

 Focus Construction 

 

a.                        y                     

    PREV eat pounded yam FOC 

The fact was that Olu ate pounded yam 

 

     17.                   

  Tade PREV carry chair Ojo 

                  ’         

 

       a.                                        

            Tade PREV carry chair Ojo FOC 

                                              ’        

 

A                                                                                     

                                                             and i  n; the focus marker   co-

occurs with oral vowels as shown in examples 12(a-d).  The focus marker i  n has a wider 

spread because it co-occurs with nasal vowels in a constituent focusing and lso employed in 

the sentence focusing as exemplified in 13-14. Focus markers    and     are attested in       

language;    occurs in sentence final position of the constituent focusing examples 15 (a-d) 

while the focus marker     occurs in the sentence focusing examples 16-17. 

Another thing is that high tone syllable                                         

language; it occurs in between the subject and the object as indicated in examples (12a-d, 13a, 

b, 15a-d, 16a, 17a). As earlier explained, the function of the high tone syllable   in examples 

12 and 13, 15, 16 and 17 is different from how it functions in the other examples. For 

instance, the high tone syllable   in examples 12 and 13, 15, 16 and 17 functions as preverb 

while it functions as a resumptive pronoun in 13(a) and 15 (a)  

A                                                            y                       

                                               y                                     
 

             

 

18.                         iye 

 Olu HTS carry child mother 

                      ’        
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a.                                     y             

 Carrying Olu HTS carry child mother FOC 

                                         ’        

      

b.                                     

 Frying Aina HTS fry meat FOC 

 The fact was that Aina fried meat 

 

               

 

19a.                    y  

 Olu HTS eat pounded yam   

Olu ate pounded yam 

 

 i                           y                       

Eating Olu HTS eat pounded yam  FOC 

 The fact was that Olu ate pounded yam. 

 

b.                   

Tade HTS carry chair Ojo 

                            ’        

 

i.  y                                               

Carrying Tade HTS carry chair Ojo FOC 

                                  ’        

 

c. Ay                        A   

 Ayo HTS see child Ade 

 Ayo saw A  ’        

 

i.  y    Ay                         A         

        Ay                   A       

                   Ay      A  ’        

 

 According to examples 19 (a-c) above, the prefix     is affixed to the verb re ‘   ’    

derive       ‘      ’  n 19a (i),     is affixed to the verb si ‘    y’                 ‘    y   ’    

19b (i) and     is affixed to ri ‘   ’                   ‘      ’    19       

 

 

7.  CONCLUSIONS 

  

                                      y                                              

           A                                                                              

research shows that their focus constructions have many things in common. For instance, their 

constituent focusing is generated by movement transformation and the focus markers in both 

languages take ni       I                                                                       
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language occurs in sentence final position in both constituent and sentence focusing, this 

operation is similar to wha                                                  I                  

that their sentence focusing is generated by adjunction; no movement transformation is 

discovered, but the focus markers are added in the sentence final position in two languages. In 

addition, high tone syllable                                                                   

                                                                                           

                   y                                                            y                

                                    y                                                      

                                                                                            

influence that Yoruba languag                                                                 

                   A     19 9                                                                

                                                                          -            

                                   -Congo (Blench 2013). 

 

 

References 

 

[1] B. Aarts. English Syntax and Argumentation. New York: Houndmill: (2001) 145-153. 

[2] H. Abutu, English/Ebira Syntax Compared and Contrasted: A Guide for Ebira Learners 

of English. Okene: Maigida Rio press (2003).   

[3] R. J. Adavi.     V      P               Published in the Summer Institute of Linguistics 

and the University of Texas, Arlinton (1989) 1-3     

[4]    A  A    y                 -A      -         -                          . M. A.         

        A                y  I  -I    200    

[5] Adetugbo, The Yoruba Language in Western Nigeria: Its Major Dialects Areas. Ph. D. 

Dissertation, Columbia University (1967). 

[6] L. O. Adewole, Another Visit to the Yoruba High Tone Syllable. APP. (1998). 

[7] O. Ajiboye, A Morpho-Sy                            . The Journal of West African 

Languages Vol. XXX111, No. 2 (2006) 23-42. 

[8] T. A.  Akanbi, The Third Person Singular Pronoun Subject: A Critique. OBITUN 

Journal of Humanities, University of Ado-Ekiti: (2004) 22-42. 

[9] F. Akinkugbe, An Internal Classification of the Yorubaland Group (Yoruba,            

        Journal of West African Languages Vol. XI, No. 1 (1976) 1-12. 

[10] O.  S. Akintoye, Focus Markers in Ekiti Dialect. Ado Journal of Languages and 

Linguistics, Ekiti State University, Ado-Ekiti, Vol. 1 (2006) 35-43. 

[11]        A     y   A             A   y                                                 

                 y                          A P                              

University, Ado- Ekiti, Nigeria (2015). 

[12] Awobuluyi,.  Essentials of Yoruba Grammar. Ibadan: Oxford University Press Nigeria 

(1978) 76-80. 



World Scientific News 102 (2018) 116-130 

 
 

-130- 

[13] O. Awobuluyi, Aspects of Contemporary Standard Yoruba Dialectological Perspective. 

In Akinwumi Isola (ed). New Findings in Yoruba Studies. J. F. Odunjo Memorial 

Lecture, No. 2, Ibadan: Johnmof Printer (1992). 

[14]    A      y   ‘ ’        A      –                     . Journal of West African 

Language, XVII. 2 (2006) 48-60. 

[15] Y. Awoyale, Focus as an Unbound Movement Rule in Yoruba. Journal of the Linguistic 

Association of Nigeria, 5 (1985). 

[16] R. T. Ayibiowu, Aspect of Counting Systems in Ebira and Yoruba B. A. Long Essay, 

Department of Linguistics and Nigerian Languages, Ekiti State University, Ado-Ekiti 

(2010). 

[17]                                           I                y P     P    1990   

[18] R. Blench,  The Nupoid Languages of West-Central Nigeria Overview and Comparative 

Wordlist. United Kingdom: Kay Williamson Educational Foundation (2013). 

[19] D. Bolinger. The Atomization of Meaning. Language. Vol. 41 (1965) 5-7. 

[20] E. M. Fresco, Topics in Yoruba Dialect Phonology. Studies in African Linguistics, 

Suppl. Vol. 1 (1970) 17-136. 

[21] K.  Oladeji,       A      y          -A      -               A      -         

                I     A                    10  200     -75. 

[22]         y                                              -                   

        A        A   in University Doctoral Dissertation. (2006). 

[23] Oluseye,  Pronouns and Null Operators; A-Bar Dependencies and Relations in Yoruba. 

Ph.D. Thesis, The State University of New Jersey (2005). 

[24] Oluseye, Non-agreeing Subject Resumptive Pronoun in Yoruba. Studies in Natural 

Language and Linguistic Theory, 78 (2009) 65-89. 

[25] K. Owolabi, Focus Constructions as Noun Phrases: A Critique. Paper Presented at the 

Linguistics and African Languages Department Seminar, University of Ibadan (1981) 

48-61. 

[26] O. O. Oyelaran, Linguistic Speculations on Yoruba History. Department of African 

Languages and Literature, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife (1976) 624-646. 

[27] Radford, Transformational grammar. Cambridge: University Press (1988). 

[28] R. Sonaiya, Wh- Movement and Proper Government in Yoruba. MS Cornell University 

(1988). 

[29] O. Yusuf, The Derivation of the Focus Construction in Yoruba: A Problem for the 

Trace Theory. JOLAN,  5 (1989) 56-68. 

[30]                                                  y           Ilorin: Obven Publishers 

(1995). 


